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PRESS RELEASE # 26-170       September 24, 2026 

 

(It is our duty at the Judiciary to inform the people what we do. This Press Release is one way to 

fulfill that responsibility.) 

 

Re: The Palau Judiciary’s First Annual Independence Day Essay Contest 

 

 

Palau’s Judiciary is excited to announce the winners of its first annual Independence Day essay 

contest. In September, the Judiciary invited students to submit essays on topics related to the 

holiday. Students in grades one through three were given the topic: How do people celebrate 

Independence Day?  Students in grades four through six were given the topic: Why do we celebrate 

Independence Day? Students in grades seven through ten were given the topic: What values does 

Independence Day teach us?   

 

The Judiciary is thrilled at receiving approximately 75 essays from students at several elementary 

schools in the Republic.  The Court’s selection committee was given the daunting task of 

determining the winning essays in each category from dozens of well-written entries.   

 

The essays demonstrate that the youth of our nation understand the importance and meaning of 

Palau’s independence.  The students grasp the deep roots established by our customs and traditions.  

Additionally, they understand the joys, responsibilities, and unity of our communities coming 

together each year to celebrate this remarkable day in our history.  Just as importantly, the students 

recognize that they can, and will, have an impact on the future of Palau. 

 

The winning essay in each category will be published in the Island Times and Tia Belau, posted 

on the Judiciary’s website with this press release, and receive a small monetary reward as a token 

of gratitude from the Judiciary for their participation in the essay contest.  

 

 

Winner: Grades One through Three—Obkal Sakurai, Third Grade, Melekeok Elementary School 

 

Winner: Grades Four through Six—Jaela Shay F. Jasmere, Sixth Grade, Peleliu Elementary 

School 

 

Winner: Grades Seven through Ten—Carla Bernardo, Eighth Grade, Melekeok Elementary 

School 
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Honorable mention is given to the following essay writers: 

 

Kialani Imetengel—Second Grade, Airai Elementary School. 

 

Aubree Takawo—Fourth Grade, Melekeok Elementary School. 

 

Saikemal Johnson—Fifth Grade, Melekeok Elementary School. 

 

Chloe Ngiruchelbad—Seventh Grade, Airai Elementary School. 
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